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CONFIDENTIAL  LONDON  002282 

SIPDIS  E.O.  12958:  DECL:  09/09/2018 

TAGS:  PHUM  PREL  UNGA  UK 

SUBJECT:  A MIXED  UK  RESPONSE  TO  UNGA  THIRD  COMMITTEE  DEMARCHE  REF:  A.  STATE  95334  B.  STATE  61034  C.  PARIS  1446 
Classified  By:  Political  Minister  Counselor  Greg  Berry  for  reasons  1.4  (b)  and  (d). 

1. (C)  SUMMARY.  HMG  agrees  with  the  specifics  of  ref  A demarche,  according  to  the  FCO's  Paul  Edwards,  Head  of  the  UN  Team  in  the  Human  Rights,  E 

2. (C)  Edwards  said  that  HMG  "totally  agrees"  that  "defamation  of  religions"  should  never  come  before  freedom  of  expression,  nor  be  used  to  weak 

3. (C)  Edwards  said  that  HMG  would  take  under  advisement  the  country-specific  resolutions  concerning  Iran,  Burma,  and  the  DPRK.  In  addition,  HMG 

Human  Rights  Council  is  "Only  Game  in  Town"  

4. (C)  Edwards  said  that  while  HMG  welcomed  the  USG's  commitment  to  multilateral  efforts  to  protect  and  promote  human  rights,  and  agreed  that  Hft 

5. (U)  Edwards  expressed  appreciation  for  USG's  decision  to  consult  HMG  about  its  positions  in  advance  of  UNGA,  and  hoped  such  consultation  woul 
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